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Limited Conservatorship: 

Fact pattern: 

 

Jane and John Doe, parents of Jack Doe, a 17 year, 8-month-old male diagnosed with Autism spectrum 

disorder, high functioning. He has also received counselling in social interactions. Jack’s sister, June Doe, 

is very close to her brother and is 21 years old.  

Jane and John want to petition to be the limited co-conservators of the person and estate of Jack Doe 

and want June to serve with them. Jack has damages from a car accident that was potentially life 

threatening but from which he has fully recovered.  A minor’s compromise is pending to approve the 

settlement, which will net Jack approximately $100,000. 

Jack has one aunt and uncle living and they have three children. Two of them live at home and are ages 

14 and 8. Another daughter is out-of-state in college but lives at home in the summer. The paternal 

grandparents are deceased. The maternal grandmother lives a few miles from the Does. The maternal 

grandfather has not been heard from in over 20 years and abandoned his family. They have no 

knowledge of his whereabouts. 

Jack is a current client of Regional Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Diagnosis of Developmental Disability 

 

Probate Code §1827.5 requires a report from Regional Center regarding the 

extent of the developmental disability and the rights that they believe should 

be held by the conservator instead of the conservatee. 

 If services have never been received, the proposed conservator should contact 

Regional Center and set up an appointment to determine eligibility. If the 

proposed conservatee is eligible, Regional Center can offer a variety of services 

and will continue to do so for the extent of the proposed conservatee’s lifetime. 

But some proposed conservatees, who have never received services from 

Regional Center, may not be eligible but this will be determined at the 

evaluation. 

However, if the proposed conservatee is not eligible for Regional Center 

services, the Court requires an evaluation from a qualified medical professional. 

The current court form, entitled Capacity Declaration – Conservatorship (GC-

335), is not appropriate for limited conservatorship matters. That form 

specifically requires a determination of whether or not the proposed 

conservatee has a major cognitive disorder, whether the proposed conservatee 

needs to be placed in a residential care facility for the elderly and whether they 

would benefit from medication for the treatment of major cognitive disorders.  

Limited conservatorships for the developmentally disabled are significantly 

different. Under Probate Code §1420, Developmental Disability is defined as a 

condition that arises before age 18, continues indefinitely and is a substantial 

disability. It includes intellectual disability, autism, cerebral palsy and epilepsy. 

It also includes physical disabilities that are closely identified with the 

developmental disability. 

If parties are unable to obtain a Regional Center report, the evaluation by a 

medical professional must include the diagnosis of the developmental disability 

and what rights should be removed from the individual. Parties can contact 

their own doctors for a referral to such a professional or may be able to obtain a 

referral from Regional Center. 



 

 

Request for Estate Powers 

 

Most limited conservatees receive public benefits. As the conservator is 

required to account to the agency from which benefits are received, the Court 

does not require accountings. Therefore, if the proposed conservatee receives 

only public benefits, conservatorship of the estate is not appropriate. 

There are instances where the proposed conservatee does have an estate that is 

not derived solely from public benefits. In those cases, the Court will generally 

not establish conservatorship of the estate IF funds are placed in a Special 

Needs Trust or if they are placed in a blocked account. 

 There are specific provisions in a Special Needs Trust that allow for public 

benefits to continue as no funds therefrom can be used for food, clothing or 

shelter. However, it will provide for extras (such as TV, stereo, vacation) that are 

not covered by those benefits. 

Court authority is necessary for any withdrawals from a blocked account and 

requires an order to establish said account and a receipt from the financial 

institution proving that such an account has been opened. Blocked accounts 

may only contain the amount that is FDIC secured. 



 

 

John and Jane Doe 

1234 South Street 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

(714) 567-8910 

Self-represented 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 

 

Response to Probate Notes: 

1. Regional Center does not recommend powers 3 and 6 nor does the Probate Investigator. 

Petitioners hereby withdraw their request for powers 3 and 6 after discussion with the Public 

Defender. 

2. 15 days-notice of the hearing must be given to the paternal grandfather or Petitioners need to 

file a verified supplement regarding diligent efforts to find him. 

Petitioners have had no contact with the paternal grandfather for over 20 years. He deserted the 

family. Petitioners have looked on social media and searched the internet but have found no 

reference to him Relatives have been asked but no one admits to knowing his whereabouts. 

Petitioners ask that the Court waive notice to the paternal grandfather. 

3. 15 days-notice is required to be given to counsel for the proposed conservatee, the Public 

Defender. 

Petitioners have given 15 days-notice to the Public Defender and filed a new Notice of Hearing. 

 

We declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and 

correct. Executed this 22nd day of July 2019 at Santa Ana, CA. 

 

__________________________     ________________________________ 

July 22, 2019       John Doe 

 

_________________________     ________________________________ 

July 22, 2019       Jane Doe 
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John and Jane Doe 

1234 South Street 

Santa Ana, CA 92701 

(714)567-8910 

jandjdoe@email.com 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

IN AND FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 

CONSERVATORSHIP OF 

 

Jack Doe 

A.K.A. John Doe, Jr. 

Case No.: 30-2019-0000000 

RESPONSE TO PROBATE NOTES 

 

Response to Probate Notes: 

 

1. Regional Center does not recommend powers 3 and 6 nor does the Probate Investigator. 

Petitioners hereby withdraw their requests for powers 3 and 6 after discussion with the Public Defender. 

 

2. 15 days-notice of the hearing must be given to the paternal grandfather or Petitioners need to file a 

verified supplement regarding diligent efforts to find him. 

Petitioners have had no contact with the paternal grandfather for over 20 years.  He deserted the 

family.  Petitioners have looked on social media and searched the internet, but have found no reference 

to him.  Relatives have been asked, but no one admits to knowing his whereabouts. 

Petitioners ask that the Court waive notice to the paternal grandfather. 

 

3. 15 days-notice required to be given to counsel for the proposed conservatee, the Public Defender. 

Petitioners have given 15 days-notice to the Public Defender and filed a new Notice of Hearing. 

 

4. Proposed co-conservators must file consent to serve.  

Both proposed co-conservators have now signed a Consent to Serve. 

 

5. Notice must be given to each individual separately regardless of whether they live at the same address. 

Individual notice has now been given to each individual and Notice of Hearing has been filed. 
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We declare under penalty of perjury and the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.  

Executed this 22nd day of July 2019 at Santa Ana, CA. 

 

_________________ ______________________________ 

July 22, 2019 John Doe 

 

__________________ ______________________________ 

July 22, 2019 Jane Doe 
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