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SMITH, CLAY M.  JUDGE, SUPERIOR COURT, ORANGE COUNTY.  Elevated to 
Superior Court August 10, 1998. Appointed to North Orange County Municipal Court by 
Governor Pete Wilson March 17, 1997.  Admitted to State Bar of California 1977; U.S. 
Court of Appeal, Ninth Circuit 1978; U.S. District Court, Central, North and Southern 
Districts of California.  

Employment: Served on the Planning Commission for the City of Brea, 1997; 
Assistant General Counsel, Catellus Development Corporation, Anaheim, CA, 1988-97; 
general attorney, Santa Fe Pacific Corporation, Los Angeles, CA 1982-88; attorney, 
Rhodes, Kendall & Harrington, Newport Beach, CA 1980-82; attorney, O'Melveny & 
Meyers, Los Angeles, CA, 1978-80; Law Clerk to Honorable J. Clifford Wallace, U.S. 
Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit (1977-1978). 

Education: J.D. (1977), University of Utah, Salt Lake City, Utah; B.A. (1 974, 
cum laude), Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. Editorial Board, Utah Law Review 
(1976-1977).  

Author:  "Epting v Utah, Misapplication of Governmental Immunity," 1976 Utah 
Law Review 186, 1976; "Chronicles of a New Judge," Orange County Lawyer, 1997; "Is 
our Criminal Justice System in Need of a Mission Statement?" Orange County Lawyer, 
1998, AAmerica=s Criminal Justice System: Juror Bias?@ Orange County Lawyer, 

1999; AAn Individual Failure,@ Orange County Lawyer (1999); AThe Price We Pay,@ 

Orange County Lawyer, 1999; AA Lonely Decision,@ Orange County Lawyer, 1999; 

AThe Hidden Victims,@ Orange County Lawyer, 2000; AThe Motor Oil of our Criminal 

Justice System,@ Orange County Lawyer, 2000; AThe Missing Piece in the Three-

Strikes Puzzle,@ Orange County Lawyer, 2002. 

Faculty:  Fullerton College and Trustee, Orange County Public Law Library. 
Office: 341 The City Drive, Orange, CA 92868. Telephone (657) 622-5834 

(general number). 
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